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Introduction

ln the context of the deterioration of the public fmances, the Irish Government has
taken measures to ensure best possible value for money from aU elements of public
expenditure. Some changes have been made to social welfare schemes. These are
designed mainly to reinforce the link between contributions and benefits, and to
encourage people to return to the workforce, while at the same time protecting the
position of the least weU off. ln this context Ireland has amended the qualifying
conditions for payment of Child Benefit, Jobseeker's Benefit and Illness Benefit. It
has also announced its intention to replace the Early Childcare Supplement Scheme
with a new scheme providing a year of free pre-school care and education

Family Benefit/Child Benefit

Child Benefit is, at present, payable to the parents or guardians of children under 16
years of age, or under 19 years of age if the child is in full-time education, training or
has a disability.

It has been decided that Child Benefit will no longer be paid in respect of children
who are 18 years of age. ln phasing in this change those who are 18 in 2009 will
receive half rate benefit, while payment of Child Benefit for 18 year olds will cease
from 2010.

For those in receipt of social welfare payments or low income families there will be
special alleviating measures through an increased Qualified Child Allowance as well
as increases in the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance and Family
Income Supplements where families have children of 18 years of age. These
transitional measures will be in place until January 20Il.

Family BenefitlEarly Childcare Supplement

The Early Childcare Supplement is a monthly payment for families with children aged
5 years or younger and is intended as a contribution towards childcare costs. This
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